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A PLAN FOR A VACATION SCHOOL IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 



MRS. CAROLINE M. HILL 
Chicago 



Some of the arguments for the extension of the vacation- 
school idea have been presented in a previous number of this 
magazine. The plan which is here proposed is tentative, and 
therefore suggestions from interested readers will be welcomed. 
A farm of five hundred acres at Wheeling, 111., thirty-two miles 
from Chicago, on the Wisconsin Central Railroad, has been 
leased, and will be managed as a business enterprise by an experi- 
enced farmer, with the necessary number of assistants. The 
farm will be self-supporting and not in any way dependent upon 
the school. 

The following industries will be represented the coming sum- 
mer : ( i ) cultivation of fields by the best-known methods, with 
modern machinery ; (2) raising of short-horn cattle; (3) raising 
of the best varieties of pigs; (4) raising of the best breeds of 
chickens; (5) a market garden with as many kinds of vegetables 
as can be taken care of with the force available. Other industries 
will be added as rapidly as practicable. The farm has three good 
houses, two of them with modern improvements and twelve rooms 
each. These houses will be occupied during the summer by three 
families who are patrons of the Elementary School, including six 
children who are now in the school. Two families of help, with- 
out children, will be permanent residents. There are accommoda- 
tions for ten or twelve more persons, if they are willing to 
co-operate to some extent in the necessary labor, since additional 
help from the city cannot be depended upon. 

It is proposed to take a small number of pupils who are in the 
High School, or ready for it, and allow them to co-operate in the 
industries that are being carried on, so that they may see the prac- 
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tical application of much that they have learned during their 
Elementary-School course. A farm vacation may be made a 
natural step from the recapitulated industries of the past to the 
productive industries of the present. The month when the school 
year closes finds the berry season in full blast ; then come haying 
and harvesting, which, with improved machinery, are not the 
exhausting labors that have left unpleasant associations in the 
minds of farm boys of a generation ago. Plowing with a riding 
plow is an occupation that is much enjoyed by the city boy. Given 
ten boys and twenty possible occupations, there is little chance that 
any of them would become drudgery for a period of six weeks or 
three months. Any farm managed on broad lines affords such a 
variety of employments that the boy or girl who has been through 
the Elementary School, and has the attitude toward industry that 
the two founders of the school intended to cultivate, would be 
likely to prefer this kind of a vacation to one that calls only for the 
invention of ways to kill time. It is proposed to have each indus- 
try that is represented carried on by a man or woman who knows 
both the science and the art — of horticulture, for example — and 
can connect the work in science which the children have already 
had with the practical labor of every day. The children's knowl- 
edge of geology, botany, entomology, ornithology, practical chem- 
istry, and domestic science may be greatly increased in this way. 
Practice in mathematics may be obtained by the use of computa- 
tions; languages, by association with foreign teachers; civil 
government and economics, by informal discussions or by the 
organization of the children into a state or republic — a plan 
already tried most successfully at some boys' schools and at the 
Hyde Park High School. The culture side of life may be kept up 
by the reading of history and literature in the afternoon hours 
when manual labor would be too strenuous, and by discussions 
with teachers. 

A daily program of from four to six hours of manual labor is 
proposed, with afternoons devoted to games, reading, and scien- 
tific or agricultural excursions, ending in picnics, and evenings 
devoted to music and discussions of the work of the day. 

Besides co-operation in the ordinary industries of the farm, 



43° THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 

there are opportunities for other kinds of productive labor. Those 
whose taste is more mechanical than agricultural may find scope 
for it in the construction of fences and farm buildings ; while the 
restoration of a good old house and the construction of artistic 
furniture for it may occupy another set of boys. The club-house 
at the Laboratory School was perhaps its most treasured posses- 
sion. An excellent brick house, on rising ground, built in 1862, 
with large rooms and an observation tower, might be made an 
ideal country club-house where parents could be accommodated 
over Sunday. A small stream might easily be made to furnish a 
swimming-pool, while the grounds of the old house afford ample 
opportunity for landscape gardening. 

The life of the first summer is intended to combine work and 
play in an attractive manner. The financial side is not worked 
out, but it seems to those most interested that there should be a 
certain amount of labor required of all, and opportunity given, for 
those who wish to do so, to work more and so earn a part of their 
expenses. 

While three months is all that is planned, a farm school open 
as much as six months in the year to high-school pupils is desir- 
able from several points of view. Parents who can do so are 
giving their children more and more time in the country, often 
taking them out of school by the first of May, because they feel 
that some kind of active life, or travel, is more important than the 
time spent in school. While it is not likely that any pupils would 
wish to spend six months of every year on a farm, it is probable 
that out of a high school of six hundred pupils there would be a 
large number who would wish to spend at least one full season in 
this way. With the addition of more industries, such as sheep- 
raising, bee-keeping, dairy cattle, and a greater variety of fruits 
and vegetables, the farm would become every year more valuable 
educationally. 

The town of Wheeling is seven miles west of Glencoe and 
twenty miles from Lake Villa. It is in a section of country that is 
occupied by Germans of the peasant class, and has not been dis- 
covered by wealthy men who are building up country estates. 
Excellent land may be purchased at a little more than half the cost 
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of similar soil six or seven miles east or north. A partially com- 
pleted trolley line will bring the town within twenty-one miles of 
the center of the city. 

A successful vacation school of the kind here outlined would 
do much to broaden and strengthen the lives of children as well 
as to relieve parents of much anxiety as to how to provide for 
growing boys and girls in the idle summer time. 



